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LES 2026 ANNUAL MEETING PROGRAM as of Oct. 12 

  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

FRIDAY OCTOBER 16, 2026 

TIME LOCATION SESSION 

LES ACADEMY HOSTED BY DINSMORE & SHOHL LLP    

12:00 – 6:00 PM 

OFFSITE: 
Dinsmore & 
Shohl LLP 

LES Academy – Business Development (separate registration required) 

Instructors: Karthika Perumal, Ph.D., CLP- Partner, Womble Bond Dickinson 
Gillian Fenton Esq., CLP- Executive Director, LST Strategies LLC             Lalit Gaur- Global Head, Business Development & Licensing, Vetoquinol 
Arpi J. Siyahian- Attorney, Bookoff McAndrews, PLLC 

12:00 – 6:00 PM 

OFFSITE: 
Dinsmore & 
Shohl LLP 

LES Academy – Dealmaking (separate registration required) 
Instructors: Jayde Wood- Founder; Lawyer, Patent & Trademark Agent, Manda; Viridant IP                        
Samuel Mercer- Principal, Samuel Mercer Consulting                                 Arpi J. Siyahian- Attorney, Bookoff McAndrews, PLLC 

 
 
 
 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 17, 2026 

TIME LOCATION SESSION 

8:00 AM – 7:00 PM 

OFFSITE: 
Dinsmore & 
Shohl LLP 

LES Academy – Business Development (separate registration required) 
Instructors: Michele Riley, CLP- Senior Advisor, Stout                             DC Toedt- Professor of Practice, Univ. of Houston Law Center 
Jennifer Vanderhart, Ph.D.- Managing Director, Secretariat Advisors       Arpi J. Siyahian- Attorney, Bookoff McAndrews, PLLC 
Mihaela Bojin, Ph.D., CLP- Senior Associate Director, Univ. of Iowa Research Foundation 
Paul Stewart, CLP- Managing Director, PASCO Ventures 

8:00 AM – 7:00 PM 

OFFSITE: 
Dinsmore & 
Shohl LLP 

LES Academy – Dealmaking (separate registration required) 
Instructors: Efrat Kasznik- President, Foresight Valuation                        Sam Wiley- Managing Director, Ocean Tomo 
Adam Falconer, CLP- Senior Director, Damages & Valuation, Lumenci     Bob Held, CLP- President, HeldIP 
Gillian Fenton Esq., CLP- Executive Director, LST Strategies LLC            Arpi J. Siyahian- Attorney, Bookoff McAndrews, PLLC 

 
 
 

PROGRAM 

As of Oct 12 

subject to change 
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SUNDAY OCTOBER 18, 2026 

TIME LOCATION SESSION 

8:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

OFFSITE: 
Dinsmore & 
Shohl LLP 

LES Academy – Business Development (separate registration required)   

Instructors: Gillian Fenton Esq., CLP- Executive Director, LST Strategies LLC  
Jayde Wood- Founder, Manda                                                                    Paul Stewart, CLP- Managing Director, PASCO Ventures  
Samuel Mercer- Principal, Samuel Mercer Consulting                                Arpi J. Siyahian- Attorney, Bookoff McAndrews, PLLC 

8:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

OFFSITE: 
Dinsmore & 
Shohl LLP 

LES Academy – Dealmaking (separate registration required) 
Instructors: DC Toedt- Professor of Practice, Univ. of Houston Law Center 
Jennifer Vanderhart, Ph.D.- Managing Director, Secretariat Advisors 
Karthika Perumal, Ph.D., CLP- Partner, Womble Bond Dickinson            Arpi J. Siyahian- Attorney, Bookoff McAndrews, PLLC 

12:00 PM – 8:30 PM 
Harbor Foyer 
2nd floor REGISTRATION 

       EMERGING LEADERS SESSIONS SPONSORED BY WOMBLE BOND DICKINSON 

1:00 – 2:00 PM 
Harbor A 
2nd floor 

EMERGING LEADERS SESSION I- Problematic Provisions - Parts of a License that Nobody Likes to Deal With 
Moderator: Gillian Fenton- Executive Director, LST Strategies 
Speakers: Paul Stewart- Managing Director, PASCO Ventures                                    Brian O’Shaughnessy- Partner, Dinsmore & Shohl 

2:00 – 2:15 PM 
Harbor Foyer 
2nd floor 

COFFEE BREAK 

2:15 – 3:15 PM 
Harbor A 
2nd floor 

EMERGING LEADERS SESSION II- From Prompts to Profits: Why Licensing Professionals Remain Essential in 
an AI-Driven World 
Moderator: Michael Samardzija- Senior Counsel, Womble Bond Dickinson 
Speaker: Jeffrey Whittle - Partner, Womble Bond Dickinson  

3:15 – 3:30 PM 
Harbor Foyer 
2nd floor 

COFFEE BREAK 
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LES 2026 ANNUAL MEETING PROGRAM as of Oct. 12 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 18, 2026 

TIME LOCATION SESSION 

3:30 – 4:45 PM 
Harbor A 
2nd floor 

EMERGING LEADERS SESSION III- Gazing into the Crystal Ball:  Insights into the Future of the Profession 
Moderator: Pamela Cox- Partner & Chair, IP Transactions, Marshall Gerstein    
Speakers: Nicole van de Leuv- Principal, Two River                     Ngoc Ha Nguyen- Senior Director, Office of Technology Development, Salk Institute 
Gayatri Varma- Executive Director, Head of Transactions, AstraZeneca     Todd Langford- Director, Global IP, Illumina                         

2:00 – 4:30 PM 

Hillcrest D 
3rd floor INDUSTRY LEADERS FORUM – By Invitation Only     

Moderator: Ian DiBernardo- Partner, Brown Rudnick 

4:00 – 5:00 PM 
Hillcrest B 
3rd floor Inspire and Educate: Become an LES Instructor 

5:30 – 6:15 PM 
Ocean Beach 
3rd floor IP OWNERS RECEPTION 

6:00 – 6:30 PM 
Golden Hill AB 
3rd floor NEW MEMBERS RECEPTION 

6:30 – 8:30 PM 
Harbor Foyer 
2nd floor ANNUAL MEETING WELCOME RECEPTION 

8:30 PM onwards 
Offsite: Happy 
Does Bar YMC COCKTAIL RECEPTION                                                                                                                                          
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LES 2026 ANNUAL MEETING PROGRAM as of Oct. 12 

 

 

MONDAY OCTOBER 19, 2026 
TIME LOCATION SESSION 

7:30 – 8:30 AM 
Harbor A 
2nd floor Chapter Leader Summit – By Invitation Only 

7:30 – 8:30 AM 
Harbor B 
2nd floor 

Sector Leader Summit – By Invitation Only 

8:00 AM –5:30 PM 
Harbor Foyer 
2nd floor 

REGISTRATION 

EXHIBITION – breakfast 8am – 8:30am 

9:00 AM – 5:00 PM 
Pier AB 
3rd floor Speed Networking – arrange meetings in the app 

8:30 – 8:45 AM 
Harbor D-I 
2nd floor 

WELCOME FROM LES USA & CANADA PRESIDENT 
President: Michael Perham- Director, HHMI Janelia Research Campus                                       

8:45 – 9:15 AM 
Harbor D-I 
2nd floor 

KEYNOTE: From Innovation to Evidence: Raising the Bar in Licensing 
JP Hong- Vice President, Qualcomm 

9:15 – 10:00 AM 
Harbor D-I 
2nd floor KEYNOTE: Gideon Myles- Associate General Counsel for Patents & Trademarks, Open AI 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10:00 – 11:00 AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 WORKSHOPS 1-5 (5 concurrent sessions) 

Harbor A 
2nd floor 

Evolving Best Practices for Licensing and Monetization of Biomedical Data in the Age of AI 
Moderator: Gillian Fenton- Executive Director, LST Strategies 
Speakers: Sanjay Prasad- Partner, Appleton Luff                                              Tara Kirby- Director, NIH Office of Technology Transfer 

Harbor B 
2nd floor 

IP Valuation Year in Review: IP Transactions, M&A, Startup, and More 
Moderator: Efrat Kasznik- President, Foresight Valuation Group 
Speakers: Jack Lu- Partner & Chief Economist, IPMAP 
Sandeep Agarwal- CEO, XLScout                                                                      Yvonne Lee- Director & Corporate Counsel, Parabellum Capital 
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MONDAY OCTOBER 19, 2026 

TIME LOCATION SESSION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
10:00 – 11:00 AM 

Harbor C 
2nd floor 

WORKSHOPS 1-5 (5 concurrent sessions) cont. 
From University Licenses to Venture-Backed Growth: How Investors, Founders, and Boards Underwrite 
Enterprise Value 
Moderator: Christopher Turoski- Director, Patent Law Programs, IP & Technology Counsel, Univ.of Minnesota   
Speakers: Samia Almoughrabie- Co-Founder & CEO, Theravie Pharma 
Jennifer Burdman- Co-Founder, CureCatalyst Institute 

Harbor D-I 
2nd floor 

Navigating Licensing Deals Involving Chinese Life Sciences Assets: Strategies, Challenges, and Opportunities 
Moderator:  Adam Falconi- Associate, Mintz 
Speakers: George Cameron- Senior Corporate Counsel, Business Development Transactions, Bristol Myers Squibb 
Jason Brown- CBO, Everest Medicines                                                          Steve Chen- Global Chief Medical Officer, BrightGene 

11:00 – 11:15 AM 
Harbor Foyer 
2nd floor 

COFFEE BREAK / NETWORKING & EXHIBITION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11:15 AM-12:15 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 WORKSHOP 6-10 (5 concurrent sessions) 

Harbor D-I 
2nd floor 

From Models to Medicines: Exploring AI‑Driven BioPharma–Academia Partnerships Across Drug Discovery 
Moderator: Jonathan Jensen- External Research Collaborations, Novartis 
Speakers:    Alessandro Monge- Managing Partner, Blue Dolphin              Matt Carey- Partner & Chair, Electrical & Computer Tech., Marshall Gerstein 
Devin Swanson- Director, External Innovation, DPDS, J&J Innovative Medicine 

Mission Beach 
ABC,  
3rd floor 

Access Planning and Public-Sector Patent Licenses 
Moderator: Tara Kirby- Director, NIH Office of Technology Transfer 
Speakers: Julia Barnes-Weise- Executive Director, GHIAA                                        Laleh Shayesteh- Director of IP, UC Berkeley 
David Cromwell - Deputy Director, Gates Foundation                                                  Andrew Goldman- Senior Advisor, Medicines Patent Pool 
Abigail Amato Rives- Director, Tech. Transfer and Innovation Policy Division, NIH, Office of Science Policy 

Harbor A 
2nd floor 

Leveraging Damages Experts for Stronger IP Cases 
Moderator:  Justin Lewis- CEO & Co-Founder, Truest Consulting 
Speakers: Amy Van Zant- Partner, Orrick                                                            Madeline Hepler- Partner, Dorsey     
Stephen Wurth- Senior Director, Legal Counsel, Qualcomm      
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LES 2026 ANNUAL MEETING PROGRAM as of Oct. 12 

MONDAY OCTOBER 19, 2026 

TIME LOCATION SESSION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11:15 AM-12:15 PM 
 

Harbor B 
2nd floor 

WORKSHOPS 6-10 (5 concurrent sessions) cont. 
M&A Deep Dive: Essential Strategies for Patent Acquisitions 
Moderator:  Stefan Geirhofer- Of Counsel, Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati  
Speakers: Jim Harlan- CEO TIP-X and Senior Advisor, Tech+IP Advisor     
Kent Richardson- Partner, Richardson Oliver Law Group                                 Joseph Yang- Partner, Tech & IP Transactions, PatentEsque Law Group        

Harbor C 
2nd floor 

Express Licenses: Do They Help or Hinder? 
Moderator:  Katharine Ku- Chief Licensing Advisor, Wilson Sonsini 
Speakers:    Mary Albertson- Executive Director, Georgia Institute of Technology            Kirsten Leute- Partner, Univ. Relations, Osage Univ. Partners                              
Anthony Reza Razavi- Associate Director, Life Sciences Innovation, Univ. of California, San Diego           Miranda Biven- Partner, Wilson Sonsini 
Samia Almoughrabie- Co-Founder & CEO, Theravie Pharma 

12:15 – 1:45 PM  

Harbor Foyer & 
Terrace + Harbor 
D-I 
2nd floor 

DEALS OF DISTINCTION AWARDS & BUSINESS LUNCH  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1:45 – 2:45 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 WORKSHOP 11-15 (5 concurrent sessions) 

Harbor A 
2nd floor 

Pooling for Progress: Unlocking Life Sciences Innovation Through Smarter Collaboration 
Moderator: Jayde Wood- Founder, Manda 
Speakers:  Michael Perham- Director, Howard Hughes Medical Institute              Bita Mortazavi- VP, RPX 
Gregory Gotta- Director of Business Development & Alliance Management, Editas Medicine           Lew Zaretzki- Managing Director, LOT Network 

Harbor B 
2nd floor 

Valuing and Licensing “Know-How” and Managing Spin-Off Relationships 
Moderator:  Sherry Roberg-Perez- Partner, Robins Kaplan 
Speakers: Lindsey Fisher- Managing Director, Stout                                        Anthony Schlehuber- Associate General Counsel, Vanderbilt University 
Steven Carlson - Partner, Robins Kaplan 

Harbor C 
2nd floor 

Keeping It Classy with Derivatives: Navigating Digital Outputs, AI, and Evolving IP Boundaries 
Moderator:  Marc Oettinger- Assistant Director, Innovation Transfer, Univ. of California, Santa Cruz 
Speakers: Jake Greenberg- Senior Manager, Business Development & Licensing, Carnegie Mellon Univ. 
Sikander Khan- Founder, Flagship Patents                                   
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LES 2026 ANNUAL MEETING PROGRAM as of Oct. 12 

MONDAY OCTOBER 19, 2026 

TIME LOCATION SESSION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1:45 – 2:45 PM 
 
 

Harbor D-I 
2nd floor 

WORKSHOPS 11-15 (5 concurrent sessions) cont. 
Trends in Patent Damages and Valuation 
Moderator: Kevin Schubert- Principal, McKool Smith 
Speakers: Kim Philipp- Chief Strategy Officer, Access Advance                           Sean Clark- VP, Licensing, Adeia                                                                             
Andrew Parolin- President & CEO, Wi-LAN                                                            Noel Egnatios- CEO & Chief Legal Officer, DivX                                                       

Mission Beach 
ABC, 3rd floor 

AI-Assisted Patent Monetization: Turning Evidence into Revenue 
Moderator: Carl Röst- Head of Consulting, Patsnap                                                
Speaker: Marlene Valderama- Principal IP Manager, Halliburton                       

2:45- 3:00 PM 
Harbor Foyer 
2nd floor 

COFFEE BREAK / NETWORKING & EXHIBITION 

3:00 – 4:00 PM 
Harbor D-I 
2nd floor 

PLENARY PANEL: From Search to Signature: Turning Scientific Opportunities into 
Licensing Partnerships 
Speakers:   Tari Suprapto- VP, Search & Evaluation, Zealand Pharma                   Jennifer Pascua- VP, Global Intellectual Property, Illumina  
Ramlah Nehring- Global Head of Partnering, Partnerships & Transactions, Roche  
Moderator: Sarah Hibbard- Counsel, Snell & Wilmer 
 

4:00 – 5:00 PM 
Harbor D-I 
2nd floor 

PLENARY PANEL: SEP Litigation and Licensing in the World’s Top Markets 
Speakers:   Christian Hannon- Principal Counsel and Director for Patent Policy, Office of Policy and International Affairs, USPTO 
Otto Licks- Partner, Licks Attorneys                                                                         Tobias Wuttke- Equity Partner, BARDEHLE PAGENBERG 
Kayleigh Nauman- North American IP Attaché and Policy Advisor, British Embassy Washington 
Moderator: Erik Puknys- Partner, Finnegan 
 

5:00 – 5:30 PM 
Harbor D-I 
2nd floor 

LESAM27 Planning Committee – open to all 

5:30- 6:00 PM 
 
 
5:30 –6:00 PM 

Harbor A 
2nd floor Sponsor Reception- By Invitation Only 

Harbor B 
2nd floor CLP Drinks Reception – By Invitation Only  

7:00 – 10:00 PM 
Offsite: Music 
Box San Diego NETWORKING RECEPTION 
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LES 2026 ANNUAL MEETING PROGRAM as of Oct. 12 

TUESDAY OCTOBER 20, 2026 

TIME LOCATION SESSION 

7:45 AM – 4:00 PM Harbor Foyer 
2nd floor  

REGISTRATION 

7:45 AM – 7:15 PM EXHIBITION- breakfast 8am – 8:30am 

9:00 AM – 5:00 PM 
Pier AB 
3rd floor Speed Networking – arrange meetings in the app 

8:30  – 9:30 AM 
Harbor D-I 
2nd floor 

PLENARY PANEL: Patent Licensing and Litigation Landscape in the Evolving Electric Vehicle 
Ecosystem  
Speakers:   Brian Lally- Chief IP Counsel, Ford                                                           Eric Gottschling- Sr. Global Manager - IP Licensing, BorgWarner 
Moderator:  Wei Shi- Former Director, Corporate Business Development, Former Xiaomi 

9:30  – 10:30 AM 
Harbor D-I 
2nd floor 

FIRESIDE CHAT: With President & CEO of Council for Innovation Promotion/ Former Deputy Director of 
USPTO 
Speaker:   Coke Morgan Stewart- CEO & President; Former Deputy Director, C4IP; USPTO 
Moderator:  Brian O’Shaughnessy- Partner, Dinsmore & Shohl 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10:30 -11:30 AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 WORKSHOP 16-20 (5 concurrent sessions) 

Mission Beach 
ABC 
3rd floor 

Licensing Transformative Technologies from Federal Laboratories: Navigating Challenges and Leveraging the 
Federal Laboratory Consortium (FLC) for High-Impact Deals 
Moderator:  Whitney Hastings- Chair; Director, FLC; Fermilab  
Speakers: Bhoomija Hariprasad- Technology Transfer Specialist, Department of Veterans Affairs 
Karen Presley- Director, Office of Research and Technology Applications, National Security Agency  
Paul Campbell- Managing Director, Brown Venture Group 

Harbor D-I 
2nd floor 

The Complexities and Challenges of IP in Aerospace & Defense 
Moderator:  Bob Held- President, HeldIP 
Speakers:  Bruce Villard- IP Manager, Northrop Grumman                           William Cottrell- Executive Director, Technology LicensinRTX 
Gabriel Bush- Attorney, Anduril Industries 

Harbor A 
2nd floor 

Verdict to Value: Apportionment, Appellate Risk, and Financial Modeling in Patent Monetization 
Moderator:  Adam Falconer- Senior Director, Damages & Valuation, Lumenci      
Speakers:    Kevin Schubert- Principal, McKool Smith                                   Chris Seidl- Director, Certum Group 
Jennifer Vanderhart- Managing Director, Secretariat                                      Derek de Laat- President, FIN IP Group 



                        

9  

▶ les2026.org 

LES 2026 ANNUAL MEETING PROGRAM as of Oct. 12 

TUESDAY OCTOBER 20, 2026 

TIME LOCATION SESSION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
10:30 -11:30 AM 

Harbor B 
2nd floor 

WORKSHOP 16-20 (5 concurrent sessions) cont 
How the European Unified Patent Court (UPC) is Reshaping the Global Litigation Landscape by Driving 
Settlements  
Moderator:   Ian DiBernardo- Partner, Brown Rudnick 
Speakers: Mariella Massaro- Partner, Berggren                                           Will Freeman- Investment Manager & Legal Counsel, Omni Bridgeway  
Robert Alderson- Partner, Berggren  

Harbor C 
2nd floor 

Supercharging Licensing with Structured AI 
Moderator: Jericho Wilkerson- Senior Licensing & New Ventures Manager, Kentucky Commercialization Ventures 
Speakers:   Dvorah Graeser- CEO, Graeser Associates International   
Greg Tucker- Licensing Manager & Commercialization Specialist, Univ. of Louisville Research Foundation 

11:30 – 11:45 AM 
Harbor Foyer 
2nd floor 

COFFEE BREAK/NETWORKING & EXHIBITION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11.45 AM –12.45 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSIONS (17 roundtable discussions)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Harbor D-I 
2nd floor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Strategic Considerations for Negotiating and Managing Successful Life Sciences Partnerships 
Speakers: Brian Kacedon- Partner, Finnegan                                                             Meredith Boerschlein- Associate, Finnegan 

Successful Licensing Strategies for IP Litigation  
Speakers:  Michelle Armond- Partner, Armond Wilson                                             Erica Van Loon- Partner, Armond Wilson 
Michelle van Oppen- Senior Litigation Counsel, Paramount  

From Algorithms to the Art of the Defendable Deal: Pioneering Machine Learning IP and Precision Medicine 
Speakers:   Alan Hauser- CEO, Health Discovery Corp. 

Federal Funds, Private Rights: The Top 10 IP Issues in Government-Funded Licensing and R&D Deals 
Speakers: Spencer Wood- Shareholder, Polsinelli                                                    Erin Felix- Shareholder, Polsinelli 
Devora Rossi- Senior Manager, Innovation & Commercialization, UC San Diego       Lisa Gu- Principal Contract & Grant Officer, UC San Diego 

Beyond the Buzzwords: Practical AI Clauses for Licensing and Commercial Agreements  
Speakers:   Vincent Allen - Managing Partner, Carstens Allen Gourley            Rob Taylor- Of Counsel/AI Lawyer, Carstens Allen Gourley 

The Diamond Lane Clauses: A Shared License-Agreement Playbook 
Speakers: D.C. Toedt- Professor of Practice, Univ. of Houston Law Center      Lalit Gaur- Global Head, Business Development & Licensing, Vetoquinol 
Mihaela Bojin- Senior Associate Director, Univ. of Iowa Research Foundation   Arpi Siyahian- Attorney, Bookoff McAndrews               
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TUESDAY OCTOBER 20, 2026 

TIME LOCATION SESSION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11.45 AM –12.45 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Harbor D-I 
2nd floor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSIONS (17 roundtable discussions) cont  

IP Considerations for Medical Devices: A Global Perspective 
Speakers:   Chris Froud- Partner, Withers & Rogers                                       Georgia Mann- Senior Associate, Withers & Rogers 

Licensing at the Intersection of Prosecution, PTAB, and District Court Litigation 
Speakers: Nirav Desai- Director, Sterne Kessler                                                        Lestin Kenton- Director, Partner, Sterne Kessler 
John de Rohan Truba- Senior Counsel – IP, Licensing & Software, Cytiva 

Licensing Cell Lines:  How to Maintain a Classy Culture Amidst Licensing Uncertainty 
Speakers:  Trevor Foster- Attorney, Husch Blackwell                                                   Mark Staudt- Senior Licensing Associate, ATCC 

Bayh-Dole in the Deal Room: Managing Federal Compliance Risk in University–Industry Transactions 
Speakers:   Richard Swatloski- Compliance Practice Leader, TreMonti                    Holly Meadows- Director, TreMonti 

The Startup “Exit Bottleneck” and Its Implications for IP Licensing and Monetization Strategy 
Speaker: Efrat Kasznik- President, Foresight Valuation 

IP as a Funding Tool in a Bifurcated Venture Market: Strategies for Non-AI Startups 
Speaker:  Lynn Dudinsky - VP, Foresight Valuation 

Building an IP Portfolio for a Profitable Licensing Campaign 
Speaker: Lowell Jacobson- Partner, Devlin Law Firm 

When a License Becomes an Overpayment: Risk Allocation in IP Deals 
Speaker:  Nels Pearsall- Expert, applEcon 

Navigating University Technology Licensing: Strategies, Structures, and Best Practices 
Speakers: Tali Tuchin- Partner, Mintz                                                               Erin Overstreet- Executive Director, USC Stevens Center for Innovation 
Paul Roben- Associate Vice Chancellor, Innovation and Commercialization, Univ. of California, San Diego 
Graham Cole- Director, IP, Office of Technology Licensing at City of Hope 
Amir Naiberg- Associate Vice Chancellor, CEO & President, UCLA Technology Development Group 

Collaboration & Licensing Audits in Life Sciences 
Speakers: Braden Weatherhead- Managing Director, KPMG                                 Anca Cassley- Director, KPMG 

The STOPFakes Program at the Department of Commerce and Resources for U.S. Innovators to Protect their Technologies Globally 
Speaker:   Michelle Sara King- IP Team Lead & Senior International Trade Specialist, International Trade Administration 
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LES 2026 ANNUAL MEETING PROGRAM as of Oct. 12 

TUESDAY OCTOBER 20, 2026 

TIME LOCATION SESSION 

12:45 –2:00 PM 

Harbor Foyer + 
Terrace 
2nd floor 

LUNCH & EXHIBITION  

1:00 –2:00 PM 

SECTOR MEETING LUNCHES 

Mission Beach ABC 
3rd floor 

Physical Sciences 

Harbor A 
2nd floor 

High Tech 

 
Harbor B 
2nd floor 

Brands as a Business 

 
Harbor C 
2nd floor 

IUGI (Industry, University, Government Interface) 

 
Harbor D-I 
2nd floor 

 
Life Sciences 
 

Session: Making It Work: How Life Sciences Innovations Get Licensed Out of Universities and Research Institutions 
Moderator: Tali Tuchin- Partner, Mintz 
Panelists:  Paul Roben- Associate Vice Chancellor, Innovation and Commercialization, UC San Diego 
Amir Naiberg- Associate Vice Chancellor, CEO & President, UCLA Technology Development Group 
Erin Overstreet- Executive Director, USC Stevens Center for Innovation 
Graham Cole- Director, Intellectual Property, Office of Technology Licensing at City of Hope 

2:00 – 2:30 PM 
Harbor D-I 
2nd floor PRESIDENTS AWARD & FRANK BARNES AWARD 

2:30 – 3:30 PM 
Harbor D-I 
2nd floor 

FIRESIDE CHAT: My Life in Semiconductors from Texas Instruments to TSMC to Made in 
America Again  
Speaker:  Richard Thurston- Chairman & CEO; Retired SVP/General Counsel, Great Lakes Semiconductor; TSMC 
Moderator:  Joseph Yang- Partner, Tech & IP Transactions, PatentEsque Law Group 
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TUESDAY OCTOBER 20, 2026 

TIME LOCATION SESSION 

 
 
 
3:30– 4:30 PM 
 
 

 WORKSHOP 21-25 (5 concurrent sessions) 

Harbor D-I 
2nd floor 

Beyond Handsets: New Frontiers in SEP Valuation, Licensing, and Transparency 
Moderator:  Shelly Irvine- Senior Managing Director, FTI Consulting 
Speakers: Tim Pohlmann- Managing Director, LexisNexis                                          Judy Yee- VP of Avanci Video, Avanci 
JP Hong- VP, Qualcomm                                                                                               Ashleigh Landis- VP, Legal, Litigation, Warner Bros. Discovery 

Mission Beach 
ABC 
3rd floor 

Bayh-Dole Considerations When Licensing Federally Funded Technologies 
Moderator:  Maya Elbert- Partner, Foley Hoag 
Speakers:  Steven Ferguson- Special Advisor, NIH Office of Technology Transfer   
Joseph Allen- Executive Director, The Bayh-Dole Coalition                                         Todd Langford- Director, Global IP, Illumina                         
Ngoc Ha Nguyen- Senior Director, Office of Technology Development, Salk Institute for Biological Studies 
 

Promenade AB 
3rd floor 

AI Applications and Implications: Recent Developments, Opportunities and Mitigating Risks 
Moderator:  Jason Gish- Partner, TLG Law LLC 
Speakers:   Orly Lobel- Warren Distinguished Professor of Law, Director, CELP, Univ. of San Diego 
Ariel Soiffer- Partner, Wilmer Hale                                                                               Charlene Cho- Senior Corporate Counsel, Microsoft AI 
Jason Kang- Assistant Director of Patents, Intel Corporation 

Solana Beach 
3rd floor 

Extending the Product Life Cycle Through Brands – Lessons from successful and forgotten branding efforts 
Moderator: Noor Al-Banna- Managing Director, OceanTomo 
Speakers: Edgar Baum- Founder and CEO, Avasta                                                                   Brian Buss- Managing Director, GlassRatner 
Jason Lott- Managing Attorney, Trademarks Customer Outreach, USPTO 

Ocean Beach 
3rd floor 

Translating Institutional Science into a Commercial Reality: “Rule Number One: No Touching of the Hair or 
Face. ~Ron Burgundy” 
Moderator:  Dan Shores- Partner, Rothwell Figg                                                  
Speakers:     Peter Haberz- VP Corp Dev, Onchilles                                       Sharon Kwan- Director, Salk Institute for Biological Studies   
Abhay Kumar- Head of MSAT, Thermo Fisher, Beckman Coulter, Aldveron 

4:30 –  5:50 PM 
Harbor D-I 
2nd floor 

KEYNOTE: Top 10 Court Decisions of the Year Affecting Licensing 

Russell Levine- Partner, Kirkland & Ellis 



                        

13  

▶ les2026.org 

LES 2026 ANNUAL MEETING PROGRAM as of Oct. 12 

 

  

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 21, 2026 

TIME LOCATION SESSION 
 

8:00 AM – 4:00 PM 
Cove 
2nd floor 

LES CLP Exam Review Course (additional registration required)  
Instructors: Gillian Fenton Esq., CLP- Executive Director, LST Strategies 
Paul Stewart, CLP- Managing Director, PASCO Ventures                            Michele Riley, CLP- Senior Advisor, Stout  
Karthika Perumal, Ph.D., CLP- Partner, Womble Bond Dickinson 

 

TUESDAY OCTOBER 20, 2026 

TIME LOCATION SESSION 

5:50 – 7:15 PM 
Harbor Foyer 
2nd floor 

 
ANNUAL MEETING CLOSING RECEPTION, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND THANKS.   

7:30 – 9:45 PM Offsite AFTER MEETING BOAT NETWORKING EVENT (additional registration required) 


